
Sharon Quirk Announces Bid for 72nd District Assembly Seat 
 
     For more information: 714-928-9795, sharon@sharonquirk.com 
 
For Immediate Release                                    September 22, 2009       
 
FULLERTON, CA --  Sharon Quirk, a lifelong Fullerton resident, has announced her bid to represent the 72nd 
District in California's State Assembly.  She will be competing in the special election called to replace former 
State Assemblyman Mike Duvall (R), who resigned earlier this month.  She said today: 

 
"I am pleased to announce my candidacy for representative to the California State Assembly from the 
72nd District.  I look forward to the opportunity in coming weeks to present my ideas and proposals for 
how I will serve the interests of all our District's cities in Sacramento. 
 
"Flexibility, experience, leadership and up-close knowledge of our cities' needs will be required to meet 
our current challenges.  As Fullerton's former mayor, as a second-term city council member, and as 
someone active in area and regional organizations working to improve our cities, I am prepared for it. 
 
"'Listening, Leading, Putting People First' has worked not only as a campaign slogan for me, but as effective 
guiding principles for my time in public service.  I will continue to listen to our constituents and put them first, 
and I am confident I will provide the leadership they need in our state capital." 

 
Quirk, a Democrat, was the top vote-getter in last November's general election for her nonpartisan City 
Council seat in the mostly Republican City of Fullerton.  It was her second victory for the Council, which she 
led as mayor in 2007, and she has been recognized by her peers for her bipartisan leadership and support. 
During her tenure, Fullerton enjoyed its highest financial reserves in 20 years. 
 
She has also been noted for continuing service in regional organizations which focus on issues common to 
cities within the 72nd District: the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), to whose 
Executive Board she was recently named; the Orange County Council of Governments (OCCG), and the 
Orange County Sanitation District Board.  She has also served on the Orange County Vector Board.  The 
League of California Cities bestowed its Partnership Award to Quirk for her assistance in developing the 
Fullerton Collaborative, a cooperative of community service leaders and volunteers. 
 
An educator by profession, with degrees from UCLA, Fullerton College and Cal State Fullerton, she has taught 
in the Fullerton School District since 1988.  Honors in her field have included the Golden Bell Award from 
Richman School, where she teaches, for her development of "Lunch Bunch" clubs; and a Golden Apple award 
from the Hispanic Education Fund for her work in education. 
 
Further recognition:  In 2007, State Sen. Lou Correa named Quirk "Woman of the Year," and the Orange 
County Community Association gave Quirk its Beacon Award for community service.  And in 2008, Quirk 
was honored by California State University, Fullerton, as one of its 50 leading Hispanic graduates, and she 
received the Harry S. Truman Award from the Democratic Party of Orange County. 
 
Sharon Quirk resides in Fullerton with her husband, Jesus Silva.  She has four children, two of whom are in 
college. 
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